
 

 

 
Follow Me to the Moon 

 
Batman and Robin, Maxwell Smart and Agent 99, Captain Kirk and Mr. Spock, Lewis 
and Clark, Bonnie and Clyde, Mickey and Minnie, Click and Clack, Cheech and Chong, 
Fred and Ginger, Wayne and Garth, even Rum and Coke. 
 
Every good leader often has a “sidekick,” partner, or an assistant that they count on to 
help them whenever needed.  A tried and true companion or solid “right arm.”  Many 
times a leader will want a trusted differing opinion or confidant to bounce ideas with 
before unveiling a critical decision.  Often, the additional skill set of the partner will 
complement the leader’s experience base, enhancing the effectiveness of the leader and 
the team.  A Deputy Project Manager is often that person to a Project Manager. 
 
NASA Project Management provides many opportunities to challenge an individual in the 
project manager position.  Deputies and Assistants have often been instrumental in the 
success of many NASA missions.  The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter Deputy Project 
Manager will talk about how an “outsider” was brought to a team to provide the leader 
with an additional set of skills and experience base to help ensure a successful first step 
in NASA’s exploration vision.  Examples from past deputy positions held by the LRO 
DPM will also be utilized in the presentation. 
 

Catherine Peddie, PMP  
Deputy Project Manager, Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter Project  

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 
 
Catherine Peddie is the Deputy Project Manager for the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter 
(LRO) Project at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland.  The LRO 
Project is NASA’s first step in returning humans to the moon.  LRO focuses on the 
selection of safe landing sites, identification of lunar resources, and the study of how the 
lunar radiation environment will affect hums.  The LRO mission builds and expands upon 
past lunar missions and will provide a comprehensive atlas of the Moon as well as other 
data sets that will facilitate and support further human space exploration. 
 
Prior to her current position, Ms. Peddie has served in project manager positions on 
several NASA programs including Ultra Efficient Engine Technology (UEET) Program, 
High Speed Research Program, Space Experiments Program and on the Space Station 
Freedom Program.  Before coming to NASA, she served in the United States Air Force 
as a Flight Commander on several classified satellite programs. 
 
Ms. Peddie received her Masters of Science in Industrial Engineering from the University 
of Toledo in 1996 and her Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from the University of 
Hawaii in 1986. Ms. Peddie is a native of Makakilo, Hawaii and in her spare time enjoys 
many recreational activities with her husband, Andrew, including swimming, golf, and 
kayaking. 


